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1. Administrative Investigation
2. Ombudsman

3. Investigator
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Witness rights in administrative investigations; A comparative

study of Iranian law and international documents

Seyyed Loghman Hosseini', Shahram Zarneshan?, Mohammad Hadi Soleimanian®

Abstract

Administrative investigations and inspections are among the mechanisms that administrative
authorities perform after violations occur, and one of the ways to collect information is to obtain
information from witnesses and informants, but they may not be willing to provide information

easily or face risks. Therefore, it seems necessary to foresee some rights and guarantees for them.

Due to the lack of protective provisions for witnesses and informants to participate in investiga-
tions and administrative inspections, in the Criminal Procedure Law (2013) and international docu-
ments, provisions regarding the protection of witnesses and informants to participate in investigations
have been provided. On the other hand, in the regulations related to quasi-judicial criminal author-
ities, the rights of witnesses have been paid sporadically. However, despite the great importance of
ensuring the rights of witnesses in the process of administrative investigations, this issue has not been
given enough attention in research works. Based on this, in this article, with an analytical and descrip-
tive method and a comparative approach, we aim to identify some of the most important examples of
these rights, and provide a legal framework so that these rights can be applied to witnesses, informants
and other citizens in the process of administrative proceedings in special quasi-criminal courts. This
is significant due to the lack of single administrative procedure law. In the end, considering the legal
gap about the rights of witnesses and informants in the process of administrative investigation, we
suggested that the legislator, the regulatory authorities and also the administrative judges pay atten-

tion to this matter in order to provide a proper legal framework and judicial procedure in this field.

Keywords: administrative investigation, administrative inspection, rights of witnesses,
rights of informants, administrative proceedings, international documents, International Criminal

Court.
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