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1-Redundant Politicisation.
2-Anticipatory Politicisation.
3-Dual Politicisation.

4-Social Politicisation.
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1-Representative bureaucracy.
2-Peters, B. G. ‘Politicisation: What Is It and Why Should We Care?” in: Christine, N., Vanhoonacker, S. and Luc

Verhey (eds), Civil Servants and Politics, A Delicate Balance, UK: Palgrave Macmillan, 2013: 20-21
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1-Demir, T. ‘Politics and Administration, Three Schools, Three Approaches, and Three Suggestions,” Administrative
Theory & Praxis, Vol. 31, No. 4,2009: 512

2-See: Svara, J. H. ‘Complexity in Political-Administrative Relations and the Limits of the Dichotomy Concept,’
Administrative Theory & Praxis, Vol. 28, No. 1, 2006: 121-139
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Politics and administration: Distinction and Overlapping

Ahmad Ranjbar*

Abstract:Relationship of civil servants and political authorities and sphere of pow-
ers of both in administration and policy-making is one of main issues of the con-
temporary governance. There is no doubt that politics is not administration and a
politician is different with a public servant. Therefore, It seems there is no problem to
distinguish and demarcation of politics and administration. Nevertheless, specifica-
tion of exact frontiers of the two spheres and its cause is not clear. This dichotomy is
not founded on a priori logic; but it is a fact in the most of modern states. Therefore,
in view of conceptual, institutional and individual actors, there is a separation as well
as overlapping between politics and administration that being debated in the article
with a descriptive method. According to author, norms specified at a democratic con-
stitution and emphasis it gives to values as justice, democracy, responsibility, self-
government and morality provides sufficient evidences for keeping this demarcation
and the same time makes a creative balance between the two spheres. Although how
to demarcating and specification of points of distinction, overlapping and interaction
between the two spheres of  governing and service’ depends on characteristics of
constitutionalism and administrative tradition of states

Key Words: Administration, Politics, Civil servants, Neutral competence, politicisa-

tion..
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