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Pathology of the powers of Islamic councils from the
perspective of the separation of national and local affairs

Fatemeh Shamiri*
Vali Rostami**
Bizhan Abbasi***

Abstract:

Although Iran has a history of more than one hundred years in drafting laws related to
local councils, but the legislatures have spent a lot of time arguing over the authority of
these councils and, ultimately, have failed to provide a framework for their duties and
decisions in a transparent and clear manner. One of the solutions to the problems of Is-
lamic councils is to answer the question of what is the place of the distinction between
national and local affairs in the legal system of Islamic councils? Studies show that
neither the constitution nor the important laws passed in connection with the activities
of Islamic councils or the central government make a clear distinction between nation-
al and local affairs and specify that the decision-making and executive management of
local affairs be in the hands of the Islamic councils including village and city councils.
Frequent amendments to the laws related to the activities of the councils have so far
failed to clarify these ambiguities. This descriptive and analytical study examines the
need to separate national and local affairs and delegate recent affairs to local Islamic

councils.

Keywords:local affairs, national affairs, Islamic councils, decentralization.
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