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Abstracts

A comparative study of time limits in civil and administrative
lawsuits and its effect on weakening the rights of individuals
in the administrative systems of Iran and France

Fatemeh Bazoukar', Amir Nezam Barati’
Abstract:

The time limitation and its impact on weakening individual rights in administrative litigation
have fundamental differences from private and criminal law. The lack of explicit law for statute of
limitations in administrative litigation and the generalization of private and criminal law interpreta—
tions in Iran create a conflict with Article 34 of the Constitution (right to litigation). The present study
employs a comparative-analytical approach, reviewing laws, judicial procedures, and legal doctrine
in Iran and France, raising the following fundamental question: How can statute of limitations in ad-
ministrative litigation balance legal stability and basic individual rights? It must be noted that proce-
dural complexities and a lack of awareness among citizens regarding legal deadlines have rendered
access to a fair trial difficult. The administrative judicial system of France has sought to balance legal
stability and protection of individual rights by maintaining a hierarchical structure, consisting of ad-
ministrative courts and the Council of State, and limited deadlines of two months for objection. Ac-
ceptance of valid excuses in France mitigates these limitations. The main difference between civil and
administrative litigation lies in their objectives. The former focuses on the stability of private rela-
tionships, while the latter concentrates on protecting individual rights against public power. In con-
trast, the lack of consistent judicial procedure and formal complexities in Iran weaken the right to liti-
gation. Explicit legislations, public education about legal deadlines, acceptance of valid excuses, and
strengthening judicial oversight in the Administrative Justice Tribunal, inspired by France, can im-
prove justice and access to litigation, and guarantee a balance between administrative system effi-
ciency and citizen rights. The French administrative justice system employs transparent procedures,
specialized courts, and extraordinary institutions like référé-liberté, and strives to maintain a balance
between individual rights and public authority as well.

KeyWords: Administrative Litigation, Civil litigation, Individual Rights, Time Limitation,
Weakening Effect
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