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Analyzing the Effects of Media Coverage on Criminal Cases
and Government Accountability

AliImani', Ali Arman?, Ali Zalaghi®
Abstract

Background and Objective: Mass media, as the primary custodians of public information
and awareness, are obligated to fulfill their mission without interfering with criminal justice
processes while adhering to regulations governing their scope of authority and limitations.
However, it is occasionally observed that media outlets, by violating regulations and exceeding
the boundaries of their duties, create conditions that disrupt criminal proceedings. This article
aims to comprehensively examine the effects of media coverage on criminal cases and analyze the

resulting legal conflicts, particularly within the context of informal digital media platforms.

Method: This research employs a descriptive-analytical approach utilizing library-based
methodology to examine legal documents, statutory provisions, judicial decisions, and scholarly
articles related to criminal law and media. Data analysis was conducted by comparing existing
regulations with contemporary media realities, particularly social networks and digital platforms.

Findings: The results indicate that mass media function as a double-edged sword, exhibiting
both positive and negative effects. Among the positive aspects are public proceedings in media,
prevention of procedural delays, and reduction of external influences on judicial processes.
Conversely, disclosure of suspects' identities, erosion of defendants' rights and the presumption
of innocence, undermining of fair trial principles, diminution of judicial discretion, and rushed
proceedings were identified as negative consequences of media coverage of criminal cases. A
significant finding reveals that the primary challenge facing courts today stems not from official
media outlets but rather from social networks and informal digital media platforms that circumvent
the legal restrictions stipulated in existing legislation. These platforms, characterized by their

decentralized nature, rapid dissemination capacity, and resistance to effective control, have

1. Department of Criminal Law and Criminology, Borujerd Branch, Islamic Azad University, Borujerd, Iran, Email:

Aliimani.0522@gmail.com

2. Assistant Professor, Islamic Azad University, Borujerd Branch, Borujerd, Iran, (Corresponding Author), Email:

sahel.ali84@yahoo.com

3. Head of Law Department, University of Applied Sciences, Shishe Lorestan, Iran, Email: Dr.alizalaghi. 1986(@gmail.com

P9



